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SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE COUNCIL

Major Events Assistance
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1.         Aim of Program

	This program aims to attract, develop and promote major new events and conferences and to assist with the promotion of existing events and conferences.  The event needs to demonstrate the capacity to attract audiences from outside the Shire, provide economic and promotional benefits to the Shire, generate media exposure and provide an innovative program.

2.	Eligibility of Applicants

	The program is open to any incorporated community group or organisation. The applicant must provide an effective business plan, commit to a post event review with Council to identify improvements to subsequent events.

3.	Funding Rounds

	Round One:
	 Applications close 1 February 
for events taking place between 1 July & 31 December
Decisions will be made at the March Council meeting

	Round Two: 
	Applications close 31 July for events taking place between 1 January & 30 June
Decisions will be made at the September Council meeting





	



4.	What Funding is Available?

	4.1	Grants up to $2,000 are available.  

	4.2	Special events of a regional significance may apply for additional funding. (Please contact Council’s Events, Marketing and Development Officer if you would like more information on this program)

	4.2	Funding is provided on the merits of the event, with emphasis on economic, promotional and community benefits.

	4.3	The amount of funding will be assessed on:

		-	the number of visitors attracted 
		-	the number of visitors expected to stay overnight
		-	the estimated promotional value
		-	innovation and likelihood of the event becoming part of the 
			annual events calendar
		-	other cash and in-kind contributions
		-	previous assistance provided by Council

          
5.	Funding Criteria 

	5.1 	The event should demonstrate the potential to attract visitors from outside the   Southern Grampians Shire.

    	5.2 	The event should demonstrate the capacity for:

		*	sound management
		*	financial responsibility
		*	effective promotion and publicity
		*	capacity to complete the project

	5.3	Preference for funding allocation will be given to those events that have the potential to become sustainable and expand.

	5.4	The event should have economic, promotional, social and community benefits. It must have the potential to increase the region’s profile and promote the Shire’s attributes through their marketing strategy.

	5.5	The event should demonstrate that other funding or other income sources are being provided.

	5.6	The event must demonstrate a need for additional financial assistance to facilitate advertising and promotion to a larger target market outside the Southern Grampians Shire.

	5.7	The event should be supported by clear objectives and an accurate budget, including information regarding in kind contributions.

	5.8	Funds will be allocated for promotion and advertising, improved product developing and enhancing arts & cultural development 

	5.9	The Event must demonstrate a commitment to a Waste Wise/Recycling Program 	

6.0 The event must demonstrate a commitment to making their event accessible for all abilities, more information on the “One & All” event program can be found by contacting Council’s Rural Access Worker.

6.1 Funds will only be made to fundraising events when all policy criteria have been met.

6.2 The event must acknowledge the support of the Southern Grampians Shire Council on all promotional material produced.  


7.	What will not be funded

	7.1	Requests for retrospective funding (ie events which have already occurred)
	
	7.2	Equipment unless it can be demonstrated that it is essential for the event to be successfully advertised or promoted

	7.3	Projects considered to be the responsibility of other authorities 

	7.4	Salaries 

	7.5	General operating expenses 

	7.6	Events receiving or eligible to receive other Council assistance.

	


8.	Grant payment procedure 

	8.1	Applicants will be advised in writing of the outcome of their submission.

	8.2	Council  is only obliged to pay the allocated amounts.  No responsibility will be taken for budget over runs.

8.3 	 Project outcomes are monitored by Council and applicants are required to submit a report which substantiates the responsible use of the funds at the prescribed time, or within 60 days of the completion of the project.  

8.4    Applicants must invoice Council for the allocated amount after the  completion  of  the project.





9.	Application Form and Further Information 
 
9.1 Applicants must complete all sections of the attached application form and provide any other relevant information.

9.2 The form provided is for major events or conferences that seek funding for up to $2,000. 

	9.3	Applicants are invited to discuss their event/application with Events, Marketing and Development Officer, on 5573 0239	

	9.4	Completed applications to be returned to the Events, Marketing and Development Officer, Locked Bag 685, Hamilton 3300.

9.5 Applications for funding will be considered by Council twice a year.
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